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Attendance 

Date Rib Lake Medford 

10/29 15 42 

11/5 15 45 

11/12 14 33 

11/15 18 -- 

11/19 9 27 

11/19 10 -- 

11/22 -- 11 

11/26 13 32 

Advent Services 

 

5:30 pm - Soup / Sandwich Supper 
6:15 pm - Worship Service 

 

  December 6th  -  Rib Lake UMC 
December 13th  -  Medford UMC 
December 20th  -  Rib Lake UMC 

Christmas Eve Services 

 

Sunday, December 24 
 

Rib Lake UMC 
9:00 am - Sunday Worship Service 

4:30 pm - Christmas Social 
5:00 pm - Candlelight Service 

 

Medford UMC 
10:30 am - Candlelight Service 

POINSETTIA GIVING OPPORTUNITY 

for Medford UMC members and friends 

in honor and memory of our loved ones 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Make checks payable to Medford UMC; memo - poinsettias 
Please call Becky Kalmon with questions - 715-785-8043 

 

Taking orders for Red Poinsettias  ($14.99 each) 

December 3 - December 17th 
 

In Honor of  ……………………………………… 

In Memory of  …………………………………… 

Given By  ………………………………………... 

Hunters’ Service 

Ecumenical 

Ecumenical 

...behold, I bring 

you good tidings of 

great joy… 

--Luke 2:10 



 

“Mary said, ‘Let it be with me just as you have said.’” --Luke 1:38 
 

“So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the 

town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David.” --Luke 2:4 
      
We are approaching Christmas. We are approaching Advent. During this time, I have often 

wondered how Mary and Joseph were feeling. They were in territory that no one had ever 

been. They were experiencing things no one had ever experienced. What was going 

through their brains at this time? 

     First there was Mary experiencing a pregnancy that no one had ever experienced. Mary 

was giving birth to the Messiah—giving birth to a son who was unlike any other. She was 

told that she was pregnant even though she was a virgin. Her response was “Let it be with 

me just as you have said.” With very little questions, she agreed to the unknown—she 

agreed to God’s plan. 

     Things were even tougher for Joseph. He found out that his wife was pregnant and he 

had nothing to do with it. He must have been thinking that adultery was involved. His plan 

was to quietly divorce her, probably thinking that he would cause as little pain and 

difficulty as possible. Then he had contact with the angel in a dream. What a dream! 

     He was told the plan. It must have been confusing—hard to believe. He agreed to the 

plan just the same. The plan eventually led them into Egypt for a while, a detour that was 

unexpected and unplanned. Joseph did all that God had asked of him. 

     Sometimes God’s plans upend our lives, turns them upside down and inside out. Things 

can become confusing 

     I never planned to be a pastor when I was younger. The thought had never occurred to 

me. I can look back now and see where God’s plan for me began—but it was not 

something I had even thought about then. God’s plan for me was there all along. It took me 

a while to answer that call. 

     Sometimes we answer right away, sometimes it takes us a while. Know this—God has a 

plan for you. Look for that plan and answer God’s call when you see it. 

Blessings, 

    Pastor John  

Home Phone:  (715) 748-0477 

Office Phone:  (715) 748-2165 

   Cell Phone:  (715) 560-3606 

           Email:  pastor@medfordchargeumc.com 

Office Hours:  Tuesday-Thursday, 8 a.m. - 12 noon 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
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If you would like to become 

a member of the Medford or 

Rib Lake churches, please 

speak with Pastor John. 



MEDFORD and RIB LAKE EVENTS of DECEMBER 2023 

Sun Mon  Tue  Wed   Thu   Fri  Sat 

3 

January 

Newsletter 

Pictures and 

Articles Due 

  
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

1  Office closed 
 

(M) 6:00 pm 

   Confirmation 
   Potluck  

2 

 

3  1st Sunday of Advent  

 

 

Holy Communion 

(R) 9:00 am - Worship 

(M) 9:15 am - SonShine Kids 

(M) 10:30 am - Worship 

Confirmation Service 

(M) 2:00 pm - Oasis 

4  Office closed 

 

 

5 
 

 

6 
 

(R) 5:30 pm 

   Soup Supper 

(M) 6:00 pm 

   Choir Practice  

(R) 6:15 pm 

   Advent Service 

7 

 

 

8 Office closed 9 
 

Christmas 

Social & 

Bazaar 

 

Rib Lake UMC 

  

10 am - 1 pm 

10 2nd Sunday of Advent 
 

(R) 9:00 am - Worship 

(M) 9:15 am - SonShine Kids 

(M) 10:30 am - Worship 

(M) 2:00 pm - Oasis 

11  Office closed 
 

 

12 
      

 

13 
 

(M) 11:00 am 

   Keenagers  

(M) 5:30 pm 

   Soup Supper 

(M) 6:15 pm 

   Advent Service 

14 
 

 

15  Office closed 

 

 

 

16 
 

 

 
 

17 3rd Sunday of Advent 
 

(R) 9:00 am - Worship 

(M) 9:15 am - SonShine Kids 

(M) 10:30 am - Worship 

(M) Bake Sale following service 

(M) 2:00 pm - Oasis 

18  Office closed 
 

 

19 
 

(M) 6:30 pm 

   SALT 

20 

 

(R) 9:00 am 

    Food Pantry 

(R) 4:00 pm 

    Food Pantry 

(R) 5:30 pm 

   Soup Supper 

(R) 6:15 pm 

   Advent Service 

21 
 

 

22  Office closed 
 

 

23 
 

 

24 4th Sunday of Advent 

Christmas Eve 
 

(R) 9:00 am - Worship 

(M) 9:15 am - SonShine Kids 

(M) 10:30 am -  
      Candlelight Service 

(M) 2:00 pm - Oasis 

(R) 4:30 pm -  
      Christmas Social 
(R) 5:00 pm -  
      Candlelight Service 

25 Office closed 
 

 

26 
 

 

27 
 

(M) 5:00 pm 

   Sticker Day 

 

28 
 

 

29  Office closed 
 

 

30 
 

 

 

 

 

31  1st Sunday of  

    Advent 
 

 

(R) 9:00 am - Worship 

(M) 9:15 am - SonShine Kids 

(M) 10:30 am - Worship 

(M) 2:00 pm - Oasis 

1  Office closed 
 

 

2 
 

 

3 
 

 

4 
 

 

5   Office closed 
 

 

 

6 

The Event Calendar is subject to change. Watch the weekly announcements for updates. 



 

 
Heartfelt sympathy is extended 
to the family of Ron Isaacson. 

 

Our thoughts and prayers are with you. 

 IN SYMPATHY God is 
our 

refuge 
and 

strength 
 

Psalms 46:1 

Weekly Volunteer Schedule 
 

Greeters         

December 3     (M) Craig Butor / James Zajicek 
December 10   (M) Eunice & Steve Mayer 
December 17   (M) Bill & Sue Breneman 
December 24   (M) Ron & Sandy Breth 
December 31   (M) Lee & Jean Nuernberger 
 

Worship Leaders/Liturgists 

December 3     (M) TBD    (R) Karon Dallmann 
December 10   (M) Steve Mayer    (R) Carol Punzel 
December 17   (M) Sue Breneman    (R) Deb Polacek 
December 24   (M) Sandy Breth   (R) Dorathy Nelson 
December 31   (M) Jean Nuernberger    (R) Deb Lind 
 

Slideshow 

December 3     (M) Crystal Ludwig    
December 10   (M) Cheryl Ketelhut    
December 17   (M) Carrie Ziembo    
December 24   (M) Jordan Ludwig 
December 31   (M) Brenda Bengtson 
 

Coffee Fellowship (sign-up sheet in the fellowship hall) 

December 3     (M) The Ingersoll Family 
December 10   (M) TBD 
December 17   (M) Bill & Sue Breneman 
December 24   (M) TBD 
December 31   (M) Ron & Brenda Bengtson 
 

Altar Flowers (sign-up sheet in the fellowship hall) 

December 3     (M) Linda Murphy 
December 10   (M) TBD 
December 17   (M) TBD 
December 24   (M) TBD 
December 31   (M) TBD 
 
 
 
 
 

 
**You are responsible for finding a replacement if you  
   are unavailable on your day.  
 

***Please call or email Crystal or the office with any  
   changes so the newsletter and slides are current, and   
   so the correct people receive the worship info each   
   week. 
 

Crystal:  connection@medfordchargeumc.com 
                715-965-4006 
 

  Office:  mcumc@medfordchargeumc.com 
                715-748-2165    

 

 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
AND ANNIVERSARIES 

  

 

 
  Dec 1  (M) Nancy Jones (B) 
  Dec 2  (M) James Zajicek (B) 
  Dec 5  (M) Thomas Lindow (B) 
            (M) Jean Romang (B) 
Dec 16  (M) Mike & Brenda Clark (A) 
Dec 19  (R) Carol Punzel (B) 
Dec 21  (M) Nicholas Ludwig (B) 
Dec 24  (M) Jessica Holtman (B) 
Dec 25  (M) Crystal Ludwig (B) 
Dec 27  (M) Jayden Hippe (B) 
Dec 28  (M) Patricia Braun (B) 
    (M) Jason Ray (B) 
Dec 30  (M) Robert & Diane Horenberger (A) 
    (M) Robin McDonnell (B) 
Dec 31  (M) Carrie Bengtson-Ziembo (B) 
    (M) Dean Lietzow (B) 

  
 

**Please submit corrections or additions to the 
church office by calling 715-748-2165 or emailing 

mcumc@medfordchargeumc.com  

PEOPLE    SERVING, LEADING, PRAYING, LISTENING, & CELEBRATING 
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medfordchargeumc.com 

Prayer Requests 
Health Concerns:  
Kelli Ray; Chyrel Houston; Marge Blair; Jean Romang; Barb 
Schief; Howard & Judy Troyk; Brenda Clark; Craig Butor; 
Dennis Lind; Hal Swenson; Krist Punzel; Don & Donna 
Hoefferle; Tom Curran; Dennis Jones; Jerry Hubbard 
 

Mission/Missionary/Community:  
“Beds from Christ” volunteers and recipients; the Medford 
Charge as we reach out to our communities; government 
leaders 
 

Others:  

Pastor John Hazen; Bishop Jung and the Cabinet; DS Tsuker 
Yang 

Pastor is looking for volunteers to light the Advent 

candles at the Advent Sunday morning services. If you 

would like to be a part of this special time, let Pastor 

know. 



LIFE GROUPS     LEARNING TOGETHER 
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Life Groups – Learning Together  

L - Live 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I – in 

F – Faith 

E - Everyday 

 

Keenagers Christmas Party 
 

Wednesday, December 13th  -  11:00 am 
Abbyland Travel Center 
Hwy 29, Exit 127, Curtiss 

 

Instead of gifts, please help us support Rib Lake 
UMC’s mission and bring a non-perishable food 
item for the Rib Lake Community Food Pantry. 

 

Please confirm before December 10 

Sue Breneman    715-775-1443 

Do you have trouble thinking of words 
to say to God when you pray? Are you 
afraid some emotions are too intense 
to express to God? Do you reach the 
end of a day only to realize you haven't 
prayed at all?  
 

You're not alone. Prayer is the way we 
relate to God, but sometimes it's a 
struggle. Throughout God's Word, we 
encounter many voices who teach us 
how to pray. 

Join six beloved Bible study teachers, Kelly Minter, Jackie Hill 
Perry, Jen Wilkin, Jennifer Rothschild, Jada Edwards, and Kristi 
McLelland in this study. 
          
Learn that God welcomes your praise and lament, your 
thanksgiving and intercession. You'll see examples of how to pray 
when you're alone and when you're gathered with others. Above 
all, you'll notice there's no one right way to pray.  The videos are 
approximately 25-40 minutes long with discussion to follow. 

The 7-week study begins Thursday, January 11- February 22.  

Groups will be at 9 a.m. & 5:30 p.m. 
 

Books are not required, but if you would like to go deeper in the 
study, you can order one.  Both Amazon and Christianbook.com 

have this book.  The price is around $25. 
 
 

Please contact Cheryl or Jean to for more  
information about this Life Group. 

description from ChristianBook.com 



COMMITTEE NEWS    WHAT’S HAPPENING? 
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Rib Lake 

  

Ad. Council: *Next Meeting: TBD 
  

Food Pantry: 3rd  Wednesday of each month, 9:00-11:00am, 4:00-5:00pm  Contact: Karon Dallmann 715-427-3563 
  
Worship Team: *Next Meeting: TBD 
  
  

Medford 
  

SALT Board: Meeting 3rd Tuesday of each month, 6:30pm.  *Next Meeting will be Tuesday, December 19, 6:30pm    
 

ALIVE Youth Group: Contact: 715-748-2165    **Looking for a volunteer to restart this program 
  

Beds From Christ:  Contact: Jean F.  
  

Building Maintenance Team:  Meet the 4th Tuesday of every other month, 6:00pm. Contact: John D. 715-748-5765   
   *Next Meeting:  January 23 
  

Church Directory:  Contact a SALT member 
  

Community/Church Event Team: Contact: Shane L.  715-678-5052  
  

***Congregational Care Ministry Team: works with the pastor to provide support and care of our members and those   
     that attend Medford UMC  *Currently looking for a Team Leader 
  

***Discipleship Ministry Team: coordinates educational opportunities for our congregation and community, including  
     Life Groups, SonShine Kids, VBS, and other learning events. *Currently looking for a Team Leader 
  

Finance Department: Contact: Kristi D. 715-965-2846, or SALT for over-budget planning requests. 
  

Food Donations: Non-perishables, egg cartons, clean bread bags. Put in basket/box under table in lobby.   
    Thank you. Contact: Glatha S. 715-748-3355 
  

Keenagers:  Meet the 2nd Wednesday of the month; open to all 50 years and older. Contact: Sue B. 719-775-1443 
      *Next Event: Christmas Party - Wednesday, December 13, 11:00am at Abbyland Travel Center 
 

Lay Servants: Meet monthly with Pastor to plan faith development opportunities   Contact: Jean N. 715-965-4403     
     *Next Meeting will be in January 
  

Leadership Development: Contact a SALT member 
  

Library: Contact a SALT member 
  

Life Groups: Starting in January: “When You Pray”;   Contact: Jean N. 715-965-4403 
  

Membership: For Membership Records: Contact: Eunice M. 715-748-3835.  
  

Memorial: Contact: Mary Lou C. 715-748-2154 
  

SonShine Kids: children’s ministry program for kids in kindergarten through 6th grade, meets from 9:15-10:15am 
    Contact: Eunice M.  715-748-3835 
 

Woman’s Group: will meet quarterly Contact: Sue B. 719-775-1443 
     *Next Meeting: watch for details 
 

Worship Ministry Team:  plans and coordinates Sunday services.  Contact: Nancy J. 715-748-0329  
      *Next Meeting will be in January 



You can share your 

church life 

stories and photos in 

The Messenger! 

Send them to… 

 

connection@medford

chargeumc.com 

RIB LAKE CHURCH NEWS 
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2023 Quarterly 

Missions 

 
   1st Quarter  -   

      Beds from Christ 
 

   2nd Quarter  -   

      Never Forgotten  

         Honor Flight 
 

   3rd Quarter  -   

      Stepping Stones 
 

   4th Quarter  -   

      Northwoods Veterans 

     Homestead 

 

 
 
 

 

Anything your family enjoys eating is a 

good candidate for donating! 

Some items always in need are: cash for 

buying meats and dairy; peanut butter, 

catsup, mayo. 

Why cash?  We can purchase meats, etc. 

from Feed My People cheaper than you 

can buy it in the store. 

Fourth Quarter Mission 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

The Rib Lake Community Food pantry 

is graciously accepting donations. 

Northwoods Veterans Homestead is dedicated to providing 

crucial assistance to Wisconsin’s homeless veteran 

population.  Our foundational programming covers a wide 

range of essential life skills, including cooking, financial 

management, job searching, resume writing, and personal 

hygiene. They also collaborate with community partners to 

facilitate access to professional services in areas such as 

healthcare, legal aid, and counseling.  

Christmas Social & Bazaar 
 

Saturday, December 9 
10:00 am  -  1:00 pm 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Cookies   ****   Crafts   ****   Lunch   ****   Gifts 

 

$5.00 Barbecue Lunch Plate 
Includes sandwich, chips, pickle, and a cookie 

Extra Sandwiches . . . $2.50 each 
 
 

See you there! 

       Cinnamon Rolls         Stollen           Breads 
     

              Crafts                     Coffee Cakes      Gift Baskets 
 
                                          Christmas Cookies 
                                                        (sold by the pound) 



MEDFORD EVENTS 
8 

Bill Breneman (719) 775-1442  Kelley Isola (715) 965-3011 

 wkbreneman@gmail.com  kisola1962@gmail.com 

Stan Schmidt (715) 748-6042 Steve Mayer (715)482-1313 

 craftsandfishing@tds.net  seamayer@tds.net 

Brenda Bengtson (715)785-7480 
Your Name Here?  

 bengtson7230@yahoo.com 

Dennis Jones (715) 748-0329 or   

 (920) 287-1718   

 jonesnancy157@gmail.com   

“You are the salt of the earth ...” 
  -- Matthew 5:13 

On Wednesday, 

November 8, 

Keenagers visited 

Enerquip in Medford. 

After a tour of the 

facility, everyone 

joined together for 

lunch at Marilyn’s. 

The Lord’s 

Acre Sale - 

2023 

Contact a SALT member with any comments, questions, 

or concerns about our church. 

Your member are: 



MEDFORD FINANCES 
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The Finance Team met in October, reviewing finances for the year and trends in donations/expenses.  To support the 

budget for 2023, average giving of $9,467 per month would be needed. Expenses have increased in some areas (i.e. 

utilities, insurance) while budget allocations in others have been lower or not expended to help bridge the gap.  Overall, 

our average giving through October has been approximately $6,400 per month.  As you can see, we not able to meet 

monthly expenses.  The shortfall has been met by withdrawing from church savings.  

 

The SALT Board met recently and put together the budget for 2024.  That budget would require $9,646 per month to meet 

expenses.  In the newsletter each month, you see a Finance Report showing the current status of the checking account.  In 

addition, a Monthly Assets report showing savings accounts balances and the mortgage liability, although not printed in 

the newsletter, is reported to the SALT Board, along with a complete budget page and monthly giving.  If you are 

interested in seeing any of these additional documents or have any questions, please contact anyone on the Finance Team.   

Your support is vital to the Medford United Methodist Church! 

 

Medford UMC Finance Team: 

Jim Flood & Steve Mayer, Financial Secretaries 

Stan Schmidt, Auditor and Member 

Kristi DeBruyne, Treasurer 



Address label 

THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
287 E ALLMAN STREET    
MEDFORD WI 54451-1122 
 

Medford Charge Office 
Phone 715-748-2165  
Fax 715-748-9719  
 
           mcumc@medfordchargeumc.com 
           www.medfordchargeumc.com 
           www.facebook.com/medfordwisconsinumc 
     

 

Rib Lake UMC, Sunday Worship at 9:00am 
1300 Church Street 
Rib Lake, WI  54470 
Phone 715-427-3670 
 

Medford UMC, Sunday Worship at 10:30am  
287 E Allman Street 
Medford, WI  54451 
Phone 715-748-2165 
 

John Hazen, Pastor     715-748-0477  or  715-560-3606 
Crystal Ludwig, Connectional Ministry Coordinator    715-965-4006 
Diane Pernsteiner, Charge Treasurer / Office Manager       

The mission of Medford UMC is to 
make new disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of 
the world. 
 

By the grace of God we reach 
out to all those who need hope, 
comfort, support, and the love 
of Jesus Christ. 

The mission of Rib Lake UMC is to 
help all people to know and grow 
in Jesus. 

 
Our vision is to build a church 
family by providing opportunities 
to worship God, connect with 
others, and serve the community. 

If you would like to unsubscribe from our 

newsletter or feel that you have received it in 

error, please contact the Charge Office to be 

removed from the mailing list. Thank you. 
 

715-748-2165 

mcumc@medfordchargeumc.com 


