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As the children of a self-giving God, we enjoy the endless abundance of love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, gentleness, and self-control. We have an opportunity to know God in this world and bear
witness to the life we have in relationship to Jesus Christ. That life can be eclipsed when we are under
great stress. For this issue of Soul Food, I am asking us to reflect on the soul side of Soul Food.
Congregational leaders may not fully appreciate the strain the pandemic has placed on their clergy
and other ministry leaders. We give thanks to God for the service of the pandemic’s front-line
workers, but what about some of the back-stage workers? In my opinion, clergy have been both frontline and back-stage leaders. In the early days, perhaps you might be able to say they did not have
night meetings or go to hospitals. They reported more time with family. That said, this is the second
phase of an intense marathon that has had long bursts of sprinting. Yes, our laity are also serving all
day at their places of work and then volunteer for the sake of the gospel. Yet they are getting away on
vacation in good number. Clergy are now doing weddings and funerals that were postponed. They are
doing worship that is both in-person and outdoors or streaming and setting up and taking down and
organizing more detail for outdoor worship options. They are watching the good will of pandemic
financial giving give way to understandable fatigue now that the emergency seems to be gone.
Unfortunately, the battles about masks and safety have been soul-draining for clergy. Our crosscultural and cross-racial appointments need the blessing of face-to-face relational development but in
the pandemic challenges in communication have multiplied.
According to the Lewis Center for Church Leadership, declines in retention of young elders (under
35) reached 852 in the United Methodist Church in the year 2020. This is near the previous low of
850 in 2005 that gave rise to the Young Clergy Initiative approved at the 2012 General Conference
and again in 2016. There has been a major decline of 97 young elders since 2018, leaving them at just
7% of our clergy pool. On top of the pandemic, deacons face the rigor of finding their own places for
the bishop’s appointment and the isolation that often follows their specialized call. Local pastors are
juggling the work of ministry and the duties of being credentialed as one serves—which was
challenging before 2020 arrived.

Attendance
Numbers

This is a time for soul and soul-healing.

Date

Rib Lake

Medford

8/1

8

32

8/8

12

34

8/15

7

40

The trinity models the sharing of different persons in a unity that is whole and creative. No one is
giving without receiving and no one person of the trinity is receiving without giving. Laity and clergy
can share in ways that make us whole. This is time to ask your clergy person:
* How is it with your soul?
* What plans have you made to rest and recharge this summer?
* When is your Sabbath and how are you finding new life?
* How can we help?
Please, stay with the conversation and act.

8/22

15

32

Continued on page 5
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE

“His master said, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few
things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!'"
Matthew 25:21
Have you ever heard the phrase "If you want something done, let a busy person do it"?
Sometimes, within an organization, you see one or two people in charge of several
activities. Why do you think that is? It is probably because those one or two people are
organized, themselves. They have the ability to keep things straight and to know what is
needed for things to happen.
In a church, as in any organization, we have those people. However, they do not
necessarily organize everything. The reason for that is we are a supportive community. We
support each other in our activities. We assist each other in doing things. We know that the
church life is a collaborative life--we don't do this alone.
Our two churches in Medford and Rib Lake are very active and collaborative. Medford
has the Beds for Christ program and Rib Lake has the Food Pantry. Both programs serve
those in need. Both churches participated in Abiding Care's successful Baby Bottle
campaign. Medford recently held a special offering for the people of Peru and the COVID19 pandemic.
Fall is approaching. We at Medford will be having Rally Day on September 12 and will
be starting Sunday school that day. There will be a new adult study beginning in September
that is open to all. It is based on the book "The Shack." Also, our nominations committees
at both churches will be looking for new leadership for certain positions. If called, please
consider becoming a part of our collaborative leadership.
God’s Blessings,

Pastor John
Phone: (715) 748-0477
Email: pastor@medfordchargeumc.com
Office Hours: Tuesday-Thursday, 8 a.m. - 12 noon
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FINANCES MEDFORD

SPECIAL COLLECTION FOR THE PEOPLE OF PERU

Last month, Medford UMC had a special collection to aid the people of
Peru who have been severely affected by COVID. Little help is available to
most of the country and we wanted to do something to make a
difference. Together we were able to raise over $500. We are working with
UMCOR, a Methodist humanitarian organization, to disperse the funds
where they are most needed. Thank you to all those who donated
financially, as well as those who included the people of Peru in their
prayers.

Amount Paid in July: $0.00
Total Paid YTD: $622.28

Remaining Balance:
$11,545.72
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PEOPLE SERVING, LEADING, PRAYING, LISTENING, & CELEBRATING
Weekly Volunteer Schedule

Greeters
September 5
September 12
September 19
September 26

(M) Ron & Sandy Breth
(M) Steve & Eunice Mayer
(M) Herman Pernsteiner / Janis Liske
(M) James Zajicek / Craig Butor

Worship Leaders/Liturgists
September 5
September 12
September 19
September 26

(M) Sandy Breth
(M) Steve Mayer
(M) Jerry Hubbard
(M) Cheryl Ketelhut

(R) Dorathy Nelson
(R) Deb Polacek
(R) Dorathy Nelson
(R) Carol Punzel

Counting Committee

Prayer Requests
Health Concerns:
Howard & Judy Troyk; Steve Mayer; Ruth Smith; Brenda
Clark; Craig Butor; Dennis Lind; Hal Swenson; Paul
Johnson; Krist Punzel; Don & Donna Hoefferle: Tom
Curran
Mission/Missionary/Community:
“Beds From Christ” volunteers and recipients; the Medford
Charge as we reach out to our communities; government
leaders
Others:
Pastor John Hazen; Bishop Jung and the Cabinet; DS
Tsuker Yang

September Financial Secretary: (M) Jim Flood
September 5 (M) Kelley Isola
September 12 (M) Lee Nuernberger
September 19 (M) Marla Hemke
September 26 (M) Shawn McDonnell

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER

Slideshow
September 5
September 12
September 19
September 26

(M) TBD
(M) Shane Ludwig
(M) Eunice Mayer
(M) TBD

(R) TBD
(R) TBD
(R) TBD
(R) TBD

Sept 1
Sept 4

Coffee Fellowship (M) - please contact Crystal if you
are interested in volunteering

Medford Children’s Ministry - (Tentatively
scheduled to resume on September 12; currently
looking for teachers. Please contact Cheryl Ketelhut
or Eunice Mayer if you are interested in teaching)

*You are responsible for finding a replacement if you are
unavailable on your day.
**Please call or email Crystal or the office with any
changes so the bulletin and slides are current, and so
the correct people receive the worship info each week.
***We are in need of more people to run the slideshow
on Sundays and at special events. Please contact
Crystal to signup or to schedule training.

Crystal: connection@medfordchargeumc.com
715-965-4006
Office: mcumc@medfordchargeumc.com
715-748-2165

Sept 5
Sept 6
Sept 8
Sept 10
Sept 10
Sept 11
Sept 12
Sept 13
Sept 17
Sept 19
Sept 22
Sept 23
Sept 24
Sept 28
Sept 29
Sept 30

(M) Ronald Bengtson (B)
(M) Cody D Church (B)
(R) Gwen Clendenning (B)
(M) Gwen Thomas (B)
(M) Ron/Muriel Isaacson (A)
(M) Morgan Ludwig (B)
(M) Colton Zittlow (B)
(M) Brenda Bengtson (B)
(R) Tahlia Scheithauer (B)
(R) Talon Scheithauer (B)
Pastor John Hazen
(R) Hal Swenson (B)
(R) Tasha Mannel (B)
(M) Chas Witz (B)
(M) Oliver Ludwig (B)
(R) Carl/Kristin Lueck (A)
(M) Peter Loniello (B)
(M) Corliss Jensen/Shirley Werner (A)
(M) Gaitlin Piller (B)
(R) Valerey K Roiger (B)
(R) Sierra Mannel (B)
(M) Lee/Jean Nuernberger (A)
(M) Jim/Jean Flood (A)
(M) Melanie Church (B)
(R) Allison Heiser (B)
(R) Jack Wiitala

*Please submit corrections or additions to the church office by
calling 715-748-2165 or emailing
mcumc@medfordchargeumc.com
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RIB LAKE CHURCH NEWS
Continued from page 1

This is an opportunity for a fundamental shift in the sharing of ministry. Perhaps this is the time to
drop things that clergy used to do and that are no longer a priority. Perhaps it is time to assemble a
team to help with charge conference. Maybe the Staff-Parish Relations Committee can negotiate
more vacation for clergy or a volunteer for office coverage. If your pastor is the one doing tech for
worship, help. If you need to ask for help and equip a team, this may be the opportunity for another
generation of leadership. Perhaps the entire congregation can explore the practice of Sabbath.
Clarity of priority and roles reduces anxiety.
I am hopeful yet concerned. Boundary erosion has a disastrous impact on clergy health and is the
soil for clergy misconduct.
I offered leadership for a funeral recently. It was for the man who was the administrative council
chair when I arrived at East Troy: St. James UMC. Edward Jacob Zweifel was one of church
leaders who has encouraged and fully partnered in my ministry while I was pastor in East Troy. In
recent years Edward has been active in Platteville Church and most recently Rev. Rafael Cubilette
was his pastor. Rev. Rafael invited me to participate in the celebration of Edward’s life. I
appreciate so much the love and care I have received from fellow believers. He was such a gift to
my leadership. He taught me and blessed me and together we were able to bear witness to the life
we have in Jesus Christ. I thank God for his witness.

Quarterly
Missions
1st Quarter Beds from Christ
2nd Quarter Never Forgotten
Honor Flight
3rd Quarter Harbor House
4th Quarter Homeless Vets of
Milwaukee

Please pray and consider a new balance for you and your clergy. Know that I am praying for you.
Peace,

Bishop Hee-Soo Jung

Bishop Jung’s Soul Food - July 26, 2021
wisconsinumc.org/post/bishop-jungs-soul-food

Altar Support:
Rib Lake UMC is looking for volunteers, on a monthly basis, to provide fresh
flowers for the altar.
Interested? Please contact Dorathy for more detailed information:
715-427-5662, 715-897-3541, or email duf@newnorth.net.
Rib Lake UMC Community Food Pantry
(open every third Wednesday at 9 a.m.)

The Food Pantry will remain in operation during
the pandemic. We will be taking extra
precautions to ensure your safety.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

Dry cereal
Canned fruit
Juice - frozen/canned
Canned tuna - preferably “in water”
Jelly
Canned vegetables
Spaghetti sauce
Hamburger Helper - Tuna Helper
Peanut Butter - Creamy / Crunchy
Chef Boyardee/Franco canned pasta dinners
Canned soups: Cream soups, chicken, tomato
Toilet tissue & Paper towels

Please do not donate damaged or expired food.

The mission of Rib Lake UMC is to help all
people to know and grow in Jesus.
Our vision is to build a church family by providing
opportunities to worship God, connect with others,
and serve the community.

Please share your church life stories
and photos in The Messenger!
Send them to...
connection@medfordchargeumc.com
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COMMITTEE NEWS WHAT’S HAPPENING?
Rib Lake
Ad. Council: *Next Meeting TBD
Food Pantry: 3rd Wednesday of each month, 9:00-11:00am. Contact: Karon Dallmann 715-427-3563
Medford
SALT Board: Meeting 3rd Tuesday of each month, 6:30pm. Contact: Cheryl K. 608-485-2459
*Next Meeting will be Tuesday, September 21
Afternoon Circle: Meetings 1st Wednesday of each month, 1:30pm, Fellowship Hall. Open to all women. This group
will assemble Welcome Bags as needed. Contact: Jill P. 715-678-2418 *On break until further notice because of Covid
ALIVE Youth Group: Contact: 715-748-2165

*Confirmation classes resume on Sept. 22 in Medford

Beds From Christ Contact: Jerry H. 715-965-3046
Building Maintenance Team: Meet the 4th Tuesday of every other month, 6:00pm. Contact: John D. 715-748-5765
*Next Meeting will be in November, date to be determined
Church Directory: Contact a SALT member
Community/Church Event Team: Contact a SALT member
***Congregational Care Ministry Team: works with the pastor to provide support and care of our members and those
that attend Medford UMC *Currently looking for a Team Leader
***Discipleship Ministry Team: coordinates educational opportunities for our congregation and community, including
Life Groups, SonShine Kids, VBS, and other learning events. *Currently looking for a Team Leader
Finance Department: Contact: Kristi D. 715-748-5765, or SALT for over-budget planning requests.
Food Donations: Non-perishables, egg cartons, clean bread bags. Put in basket/box under table in lobby.
Thank you. Contact: Glatha S. 715-748-3355
Keenagers: Meet 2nd Wednesday of each month for activity followed by a meal. Open to all 50 years and older.
Contact a SALT member *On break until further notice because of Covid
Lay Servants: Meet monthly with Pastor to plan sermon series, Life Groups, Wed. Night Prayer Services, and Intentional
Faith Development. Contact: Jean N. 715-965-4403 *Next Meeting TBD
Leadership Development: Contact a SALT member
Library: Contact a SALT member
Life Groups: “The Shack” study will begin on September 16. Contact: Jean N. 715-965-4403
Membership: For Membership Records: Contact: Eunice M. 715-748-3835.
Memorial: Contact: Mary Lou C. 715-748-2154
Special Events Coordinator: Do you have something planned or an idea for an event? Contact a SALT member:
SonShine Kids: children’s ministry program during Sunday Service. Contact: Wendy B. 715-560-8020 *Scheduled to
resume September 12 **Currently looking for teachers
Worship Ministry Team: plans and coordinates Sunday services. *Currently looking for a Team Leader
**Next Meeting TBD

LIFE GROUPS

L - Live
I – in
F – Faith
E - Everyday
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LEARNING TOGETHER

Fall Life Group
“The Shack”
Begins September 16th
Please sign up by August 30th if you are in need of a book.
Cheryl will be placing the book order on the 31st. If you have a book,
but plan to attend please let us know.
“I have been reading the book to prepare for this study. It has been many
years since I read the book or watched the movie and yet the words jump off
the pages and I can see clips of the movie in my mind. I am reminded of the
beauty and wonder of our God. God is GOOD.”- Jean

If you are not able to attend the Life Group, but would like to watch the
movie, plan on coming to Fellowship Hall on Thursday, October
21st @ 5:30 p.m. We will be watching the movie and having
discussion.

Life Groups are a great way to learn, study, and have
fellowship with other believers.
We talk about God, Faith and Life.

We are learning together.
To sign up for the study please contact
Cheryl Ketelhut or Jean Nuernberger
Dear friends at Medford United Methodist Church,
Thank you for your participation in the Mother/Father’s
Day 2021 Baby Bottle Campaign to raise funds for
Abiding Care. Through God’s goodness, Medford UMC
raised a total of $393.14.
Because of your faithful partnership, we have the
resources to reach out in more ways to our surrounding
communities and share God’s life affirming word as we
provide medical and educational services to those we
encounter.
May God bless you immensely!
Carrie, Abiding Care

The Medford choir’s first
practice will be on Wednesday,
September 15 at 6:30 p.m. If
you have any questions, please
contact Nancy Jones at
jonesnancy157@gmail.com.
All singers are welcome.
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SALT BOARD

NEWS FROM THE LEADERS OF MEDFORD UMC

Our Mission: To make new disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
Our Vision: By the grace of God we reach out to all those who need hope, comfort, support, and
the love of Jesus Christ.
Greetings from the Simplified Accountable Leadership Team. We are entering a
new season both in our weather and in our church. As the weather cools and school starts,
SonShine Kids (also known as Sunday School) is also starting. September 12 will be the
first Sunday we have classes. SonShine Kids will be during worship. Following the first
songs there will be a children’s time with the Pastor then the kids will be dismissed to the
Fellowship Hall. Prayers are being said, curriculum is being studied and prepped, and
supplies organized. We want each age to have a good experience and learn the most
possible, so anticipate there will be two classes, one for older kids and one for the younger
kids. In that way, we will have lessons and activities that are age appropriate. There will be
songs, bible time, and fun activities to support bible lessons. The kids will rejoin their
families during the last song. We have a church Safe Sanctuary Policy that guides us to
have two adults with the children. We are looking for teachers or assistants so we can fully
implement this policy. No teaching experience is necessary – just a love of the Lord and
wanting to share it with the eager ears of our children. We are planting seeds of faith and
nurturing the growth. As the adults we are learning too. From a personal perspective I
sometimes learn as much as the kids! It is amazing the memories that come back as I prep
for some of the lessons – Songs and lessons about climbing Jacob’s ladder, the twelve
disciples, and David are but a few of them. Please contact myself or Eunice Mayer if you
are interested in helping.
Blessings,
Cheryl Ketelhut, SALT Chairperson
Your SALT members are:
Sandy Breth

(715) 748-6760

Shane Ludwig

srbreth@gmail.com
Stan Schmidt

(715) 748-6042

sludwig98@yahoo.com
Gwen Thomas

craftsandfishing@tds.net
Dean Lietzow

(715) 965-6489
(715) 482-1313 or
(715) 748-3825
seamayer@tds.net

(715) 965-9113
gwen.thomas@co.taylor.wi.us

Cheryl Ketelhut

c-dacres@msn.com
Steve Mayer

(715) 560-2439

(608) 485-2459
c_ketelhut@yahoo.com

Steve Van Wylen

(616) 836-1715
skvanwylen@gmail.com
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MEDFORD and RIB LAKE EVENTS of SEPTEMBER 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Office Hours:

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

Tuesday - 8:00 am - Noon
Wednesday - 8:00 am - Noon
Thursday - 8:00 am - Noon
The Charge office and Pastor John’s office
are located at Medford UMC.
5 15th Sunday after

6 Office closed

7

8

9

10 Office closed

11

13 Office closed

14

15

16

17 Office closed

18

(M) 5:00 pm
Nominations
Committee
(M) 6:00 pm
SPRC

(R) 9:00 am
Food Pantry
(M) 6:30 pm
Choir Practice

21

22

23

24 Office closed

25

(M) 6:30 pm
SALT

(M) 5:00 pm
Confirmation
(M) 6:30 pm
Choir Practice

(M) 9:00 am
Life Group “The Shack”
(M) 5:30 pm
Life Group “The Shack”

28

29

30

(M) 6:00 pm
Building
Maintenance Team

(R) 5:00 pm
Confirmation
(R) 5:00 pm
Sticker Day
(M) 6:30 pm
Choir Practice

(M) 9:00 am
Life Group “The Shack”
(M) 5:30 pm
Life Group “The Shack”

5

6

7

(M) 6:30 pm
Choir Practice

(M) 9:00 am
Life Group “The Shack”
(M) 5:30 pm
Life Group “The Shack”

Pentecost

Holy Communion
(R) 8:15 am - Worship
(M) 10:15 am - Worship
(M) 2:00 pm - Oasis

12 16th Sunday after

Pentecost

Rally Sunday (M)
(R) 8:15 am - Worship
(M) 10:15 am - Worship
(M) Potluck following service

(M) 2:00 pm - Oasis

19 17th Sunday after

20 Office closed

Pentecost

(R) 8:15 am - Worship
(M) 10:15 am - Worship
(M) Choir meeting after service

(M) 2:00 pm - Oasis

26 18th Sunday after

27 Office closed

Pentecost

(R) 8:15 am - Worship
(M) 10:15 am - Worship
(M) 2:00 pm - Oasis

3 19th Sunday after

Pentecost

Holy Communion
(R) 8:15 am - Worship
(M) 10:15 am - Worship
(M) 2:00 pm - Oasis

4 Office closed

(M) 9:00 am
Life Group “The Shack”
(M) 5:30 pm
Life Group “The Shack”

October
Newsletter
Pictures and
Articles Due
1 Office closed

2

8 Office closed
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The Event Calendar is subject to change. Watch the weekly announcements for updates.

THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
287 E ALLMAN STREET
MEDFORD WI 54451-1122
Medford Charge Office
Phone 715-748-2165
Fax 715-748-9719
mcumc@medfordchargeumc.com
www.medfordchargeumc.com
www.facebook.com/medfordwisconsinumc
Rib Lake UMC, Sunday Worship at 8:15am
1300 Church Street
Rib Lake, WI 54470
Phone 715-427-3670
Medford UMC, Sunday Worship at 10:15am
287 E Allman Street
Medford, WI 54451
Phone 715-748-2165
John Hazen, Pastor 715-748-0477
Crystal Ludwig, Connectional Ministry Coordinator 715-965-4006
Diane Pernsteiner, Charge Treasurer / Office Manager

The mission of Medford UMC is to
make new disciples of Jesus
Christ for the transformation of
the world.
By the grace of God we reach
out to all those who need hope,
comfort, support, and the love
of Jesus Christ.

The mission of Rib Lake UMC is to
help all people to know and grow
in Jesus.
If you would like to unsubscribe from our
newsletter or feel that you have received it in
error, please contact the Charge Office to be
removed from the mailing list. Thank you.
715-748-2165
mcumc@medfordchargeumc.com

Our vision is to build a church
family by providing opportunities
to worship God, connect with
others, and serve the community.

Address label

