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Prejudice and Bias Hurt Us All
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But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbor?’ (Luke 10:29)
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This year marks the 150th anniversary of one of the most horrendous terrorist acts in the history of
the United States. On October 24, 1871 over 500 residents of Los Angeles stormed into the
Chinese quarter, beating, stabbing, and shooting Chinese immigrants – some second and third
generation whose families had been on this continent even before California became a state in
1849 – burning their homes and businesses, lynching, killing and mangling 19, injuring dozens
more, sending shock and fear throughout the Chinatown of about 200 residents. Some of the
reasons that attackers gave for their terrorism? “They smell funny.” “They talk funny.” “They
look at our women.” “They bow to us when we pass them.” “We don’t trust them.”
I would love to write today to celebrate the progress we have made, but then I reflect on the recent
shootings in Atlanta, where six Asian women were killed. In the United States, an average of
3,800 acts of aggression against Asian Americans occur each month. However, in March of this
year that number jumped to over 6,600. The primary excuse given: the Chinese sent the
coronavirus to the world. Now, it is important to note that of the 6,600+ acts of aggression and
hate, only about 1,900 of those were against Chinese or Chinese Americans; the rest were against
people of other Asian nationalities and ethnicities. And it is important to note that two-thirds of
the victims are United States citizens. These acts of violence were not acts of reason or sensible
thought; these acts are signs of deep and abiding racism, prejudice, and ignorance.
In my own life journey, I have been on the receiving end of many hurtful and hateful
attacks. Mostly these are unkind words or insults, but some have been threats of violence and acts
of aggressive bullying. It is less now as a Bishop where I am known, but still I see people watch
me and I am often the person who has to extend a hand of greeting and friendship to strangers. I
have been here decades, and sometimes I still feel that others think I do not belong.

Medford UMC
June 6th

Attendance
Numbers
Date

Rib Lake

Medford

5/2

15

25

5/9

15

43

5/16

16

23

5/23

9

39

It is obvious that such prejudice and violence hurts the victims and perpetuates racial and ethnic
division, but what is too often overlooked is that such incidents do collateral damage to the
attackers, to the community, and to the world at large. Prejudice and bias hurt us all. Racially
motivated aggressive acts perpetuate stereotypes and focus attention on the negatives of
diversity. In a “blame the victim” culture, research shows that a significant portion of the
dominant white culture wonder what the victims did to “deserve” what happened to them. Any
acts of defense or retaliation are often framed as behavior justifying the assault or attack. In many
ways, victims are injured twice – once by the act itself, then by the insult that they deserved what
occurred.
It is my honor to speak on May 20th to the Baraboo Talks initiative on Anti-Asian Racism and
Xenophobia. Raising awareness and creating understanding is one way we can stand up for the
rights and dignity of our Asian sisters and brothers. It is critically important for Christians to
oppose racism in all its forms, but more importantly to stand up for the human rights of all people.
While it is important to be against that which is evil, it is critical that we fight for all that is good
and right and just.

(continued on page 7)
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE

The devil led Him to Jerusalem and had Him stand on the highest point of the temple. 'If you
are the Son of God," he said, "throw yourself down from here. For it is written, 'He will
command His angels concerning You to guard you carefully; they will lift you up in their hands,
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.'" Jesus answered, "It says: 'Do not put the
Lord your God to the test." --Luke 4:9-12
We have experienced a dark time. The pandemic has turned our lives upside-down, insideout. It has been a hard time for the world to get through. However, we are seeing a beginning
of a return to normal. The pandemic is lessening. Mask-mandates are being lifted. Can we
hope for a return to normal?
Our churches have come through. Rib Lake has returned hymns and Bibles to the pews
and has been singing. Medford will be returning hymns and Bibles to the pews and will be
singing the first Sunday in June. There will be a smaller fellowship after church starting that
day, as well.
Our churches closed in March 2020 on the recommendation of the Annual Conference. In
June of 2020, they reopened, against the recommendation of the Annual Conference.
Adaptations were made in consideration for the health of the congregation. We are now at the
point where we can loosen those adaptations.
One could ask why we closed in the first place. Don't we trust that God will take care of us?
Of course, we do. So did Jesus, but when Satan told Him to throw himself from the temple,
because surely God would protect Him, Jesus said, "Do not put the Lord your God to the test."
We know that God will take care of us, but God also gave us the ability to reason and think
and decide. God doesn't want blind obedience. God wants reasoned obedience, and God
gives us the ability to care for ourselves. God wants us to be able to do things for ourselves.
A man's house was in the path of a flood. Someone drove up in a truck and asked him to
get in. The man said, "Oh, no, God will take care of me." The flood drove him to the bedroom.
A boat came by and urged him to get in. The man said, "Oh, no, God will take care of me."
The man ended up on his roof. A helicopter came by and lowered a rope. The man said, "Oh,
no, God will take care of me." The man drowned. When he got to heaven, he asked God why
he didn't take care of him. God said, "I sent a truck, a boat and a helicopter. What more could I
do?"
God indeed cares for us, but we are expected to care for ourselves, as well. We are not to
test God. God gave us intelligence and reason and expects us to use them. Let us continue to
do so.
God’s Blessings,

Pastor John
Phone: (715) 748-0477
Email: pastor@medfordchargeumc.com
Office Hours: Tuesday-Thursday, 8 a.m. - 12 noon
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FINANCES MEDFORD
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PEOPLE SERVING, LEADING, PRAYING, LISTENING, & CELEBRATING
Weekly Volunteer Schedule

Greeters
June 6
June 13
June 20
June 27

(M) TBD
(M) Steve & Eunice Mayer
(M) Lee & Jean Nuernberger
(M) Ron & Sandy Breth

Worship Leaders/Liturgists
June 6
June 13
June 20
June 27

(M) Cheryl Ketelhut
(M) Eunice Mayer
(M) Crystal Ludwig
(M) Jean Nuernberger

(R) Carol Punzel
(R) Deb Lind
(R) Deb Polacek
(R) Dorathy Nelson

Counting Committee

June Financial Secretary: (M) Jim Flood
June 6 (M) TBD
June 13 (M) TBD
June 20 (M) TBD
June 27 (M) TBD

Slideshow
June 6
June 13
June 20
June 27

(M) TBD
(M) TBD
(M) Shane Ludwig
(M) Eunice Mayer

(R) TBD
(R) TBD
(R) Dorathy Nelson
(R) Deb Polacek

Coffee Fellowship (M) - (please contact Crystal if
you are interested in volunteering)

Prayer Requests
Health Concerns:
Ruth Smith; Brenda Clark; Craig Butor; Dennis Lind;
Hal Swenson; Paul Johnson; Krist Punzel; Jim
Dallmann
Mission/Missionary/Community:
“Beds From Christ” volunteers and recipients; the
Medford Charge as we reach out to our communities;
government leaders; doctors
Others:
The family of Kelley Isola; Pastor John Hazen; Bishop
Jung and the Cabinet; DS Tsuker Yang

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
FOR THE MONTH OF JUNE

Medford Children’s Ministry - (Tentatively

scheduled to resume in fall; currently looking for
teachers. Please contact Wendy Bockin if you are
interested in teaching)

June 4

*You are responsible for finding a replacement if you are
unavailable on your day.

June 6
June 8

**Please call or email Crystal or the office with any
changes so the bulletin and slides are current and
up-to-date, and so the correct people receive the
worship info each week.
***Please consider volunteering on Sundays, as we are
short of help because of Covid. It takes many people
to make a successful worship service.

Crystal: connection@medfordumc.com
715-965-4006
Office: mcumc@medfordchargeumc.com 715-748-2165

June 10
June 12
June 13
June 14
June 17
June 19
June 21
June 25

(M) Stan/Patsy Schmidt (A)
(M) Grace Ingersoll (B)
(M) Brenda Clark (B)
(M) Ron/Brenda Bengtson (A)
(M) Diane Horenberger (B)
(R) Howard Troyk (B)
(M) LeRoy/Patty Zittlow (A)
(R) Jolene Kennedy (B)
(M) Ethan Kirkeeng (B)
(R) Gary Nelson (B)
(M) Scarlett Bender-Bishop
(M) Darci McDonnell (B)
(R) Hollie Harvey (B)
(M) Wendy Bockin (B)
(M) Eunice Mayer (B)
(M) Steve/Eunice Mayer (A)

*Please submit corrections or additions to the church
office by calling 715-748-2165 or emailing
mcumc@medfordchargeumc.com
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RIB LAKE CHURCH NEWS
On Sunday May 16th, RLUMC
welcomed Arlene Penning into their
Octogenarian Club. Arlene was
inducted into the club by Dorathy
Nelson and Pastor John said a prayer
for her. She received a prayer box
(made by Robert Lueck) and flowers.
The special service was followed by
breakfast.
Dates to Remember:
July 21 - Ad. Council Meeting
6:00 p.m.
Rib Lake UMC Fellowship Hall
July 25 - Charge Picnic
10:30 a.m.
Lakeview Park, Rib Lake
Potluck Lunch to Follow Service

Quarterly
Missions
1st Quarter Beds from Christ
2nd Quarter Never Forgotten
Honor Flight
3rd Quarter Harbor House
4th Quarter Homeless Vets of
Milwaukee

Altar Support:
Rib Lake UMC is looking for volunteers, on a monthly basis, to provide fresh
flowers for the altar.
Interested? Please contact Dorathy for more detailed information:
715-427-5662, 715-897-3541, or email duf@newnorth.net.
Thank you,
Rib Lake Worship Committee

Rib Lake UMC Community Food Pantry
(open every third Wednesday at 9 a.m.)

The Food Pantry will remain in operation during
the pandemic. We will be taking extra
precautions to ensure your safety.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

Dry cereal
Canned fruit
Juice - frozen/canned
Canned tuna - preferably “in water”
Jelly
Canned vegetables
Spaghetti sauce
Hamburger Helper - Tuna Helper
Peanut Butter - Creamy / Crunchy
Chef Boyardee/Franco canned pasta dinners
Canned soups: Cream soups, chicken, tomato
Toilet tissue & Paper towels

Please do not donate damaged or expired food.

The mission of Rib Lake UMC is to help all
people to know and grow in Jesus.
Our vision is to build a church family by providing
opportunities to worship God, connect with others,
and serve the community.

Please share your church life stories
and photos in The Messenger!
Send them to...

connection@medfordchargeumc.com
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COMMITTEE NEWS WHAT’S HAPPENING?
Rib Lake
Food Pantry: 3rd Wednesday of each month, 9:00-11:00am. Contact: Karon Dallmann 715-427-3563
Medford
SALT Board: Meeting 3rd Tuesday of each month, 6:30pm. Contact: Cheryl K. 608-485-2459
*Next Meeting will be Tuesday, June 15
Afternoon Circle: Meetings 1st Wednesday of each month, 1:30pm, Fellowship Hall. Open to all women. This group
will assemble Welcome Bags as needed. Contact: Jill P. 715-678-2418 *On break until further notice because of Covid
ALIVE Youth Group: Contact: 715-748-2165

*Confirmation classes are being held every Wednesday at 5:00pm

Beds From Christ Contact: Jerry H. 715-965-3046
Building Maintenance Team: Meet the 4th Tuesday of every other month, 6:00pm. Contact: John D. 715-748-5765
*Next Meeting will be Tuesday, July 27 at 6:00pm
Church Directory: Contact a SALT member
Community/Church Event Team: Contact a SALT member
***Congregational Care Ministry Team: works with the pastor to provide support and care of our members and those
that attend Medford UMC *Currently looking for a Team Leader
***Discipleship Ministry Team: coordinates educational opportunities for our congregation and community, including
Life Groups, SonShine Kids, VBS, and other learning events. *Currently looking for a Team Leader
Finance Department: Contact: Kristi D. 715-748-5765, or SALT for over-budget planning requests.
Food Donations: Non-perishables, egg cartons, clean bread bags. Put in basket/box under table in lobby.
Thank you. Contact: Glatha S. 715-748-3355
Keenagers: Meet 2nd Wednesday of each month for activity followed by a meal. Open to all 50 years and older.
Contact a SALT member *On break until further notice because of Covid
Lay Servants: Meet monthly with Pastor to plan sermon series, Life Groups, Wed. Night Prayer Services, and Intentional
Faith Development. Contact: Jean N. 715-965-4403 *Next Meeting will be Tuesday, June 1 at 6:00pm
Leadership Development: Contact a SALT member
Library: Contact a SALT member
Life Groups: Current Contact: Jean N. 715-965-4403

If you have an event or meeting that you would like included on
the monthly calendar and the slides, please contact the church
office with all necessary information or write your event in the
red event binder in the office.
715-748-2165 or mcumc@medfordchargeumc.com

Membership: For Membership Records: Contact: Eunice M. 715-748-3835.
Memorial: Contact: Mary Lou C. 715-748-2154
Special Events Coordinator: Do you have something planned or an idea for an event? Contact a SALT member:
SonShine Kids: children’s ministry program during Sunday Service. Contact: Wendy B. 715-560-8020 *Currently
looking for teachers
Worship Ministry Team: plans and coordinates Sunday services. *Currently looking for a Team Leader
*Next Meeting will be Tuesday, June 1 at 6:00pm

CHURCH EVENTS
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LEARNING TOGETHER

Sunday, July 25
Worship @ 10:30 a.m.
Potluck lunch to follow

Lakeview Park - Rib Lake

Coffee and fellowship after worship starts
on June 6 at Medford UMC.
Can’t wait to see you there!

(continued from page 1)

Things we can do to work together to create merciful, compassionate, kind and justice-based beloved community in addition to
education and awareness raising are:
First and foremost, pray. If we pray for radical inclusion and racial justice, it will become more than a nice idea; it will become a
part of who we are and what we are passionate about. I have seen it time after time; when we become prayer crusaders, it results in
changed behavior and beliefs. Pray, and pray hard, for racial justice and beloved community where everyone belongs.
Second, speak out. The state of Wisconsin has some very clear and direct laws against hate crimes, but they are often
ignored. Read your local news – you will be surprised at the number of racially related incidents right in your own
community. Write letters to encourage local law enforcement to take hate crimes seriously; write to your congressional leaders, to
your chamber of commerce, to your school boards (an incredible amount of racially motivated assault, aggression, and bullying is
occurring across the country in our schools); and municipal councils.
Third, organize some community events celebrating diversity and multi-ethnic richness. Offer world music performances,
international food feasts, mission fairs, inter-cultural block parties, and films from various cultures and global perspectives.
Fourth, participate in peaceful anti-racism rallies, protests, and demonstrations. Oppose any and all acts of violence – vandalism,
property damage, looting, violence against law enforcement – that simply perpetuate ill will and anger based in race relations. Our
call and primary task is to be peacemakers. Our Christian United Methodist witness is social justice grounded in mercy,
compassion, caring, reconciliation, unity, love, and peace. We have an opportunity to model a different way to deal with injustice.
There are many other things we can do, but I offer you a simple, challenging invitation: extend a hand of fellowship and grace to
members of other races, cultures, nationalities, and languages. Make an effort to tear down the dividing walls between “us” and
“them.” Make a commitment to love those most different from yourself. Be filled by God’s Holy Spirit with the knowledge and
truth that God is love, and share that love with everyone – white, black, bronze, brown, beige, amber, caramel, ruddy, or
pink! Together, we can undo the harm and hurt done by prejudice, bias, aggression, and racial violence, but only if we will commit
together to make it so. Let us faithfully commit. Thanks be to God.

Bishop Hee-Soo Jung
April 12, 2021
wisconsinumc.org
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SALT BOARD

NEWS FROM THE LEADERS OF MEDFORD UMC

Our Mission: To make new disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
Our Vision: By the grace of God we reach out to all those who need hope, comfort, support, and
the love of Jesus Christ.
Greetings from the SALT Board: Spring is bursting forth all around us, emerald green grass, blue skies, yellow
daffodils. Things feel fresh and new again. God’s paintbrush is amazing. We are out of the long winter
season. We are also starting to leave the season of COVID behind us. Like spring outside, things are bursting
inside the Medford UMC. Starting the first Sunday in June we will again sing in worship. Hymnals will be back
in the pews. We have all missed participating in worship. Interacting with each other and the Lord. The videos
are great too, but I for one, will be excited to hear our voices raised in praise and thanksgiving. Psalm 100: 1-2
says “Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him with joyful
songs.” So let’s shout and joyfully sing! Even those who hit a wrong note occasionally … SING!! SHOUT!! We
will also start fellowship again in June. We have missed gathering together to show love and support of one
another. Seeing someone from less than six feet away will be so refreshing. Shane Ludwig has generously
agreed to make and serve coffee for those wishing to attend. For now there will be no “treats”. For those
uncomfortable in gatherings, continuing to social distance and wearing masks is fine. Each of us has to do
what is best for us. We continue to pray for God’s hand in resolving the COVID pandemic and give him thanks
for song and fellowship.
Blessings,
Cheryl Ketelhut, SALT Chairperson
Your SALT members are:
Sandy Breth

(715) 748-6760

Shane Ludwig

srbreth@gmail.com
Stan Schmidt

(715) 748-6042

sludwig98@yahoo.com
Gwen Thomas

craftsandfishing@tds.net
Dean Lietzow

(715) 965-6489
(715) 482-1313 or
(715) 748-3825

(715) 965-9113
gwen.thomas@co.taylor.wi.us

Cheryl Ketelhut

c-dacres@msn.com
Steve Mayer

(715) 560-2439

(608) 485-2459
c_ketelhut@yahoo.com

Steve Van Wylen

(616) 836-1715
skvanwylen@gmail.com

seamayer@tds.net

We are halfway through the Mother’s Day Baby Bottle Fundraiser for Abiding Care!
Please remember to bring your bottles back to church on Father’s Day weekend (June
20th). This an important fundraiser for the center so please give as the Lord leads. If
you would like a receipt, please include your name and address in the bottle. For those
who prefer to donate on line, you can do so at www.InvestingCare.org. If you have any
questions, please contact Sandy Breth at 715-748-6760, or Deb Polacek.
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MEDFORD and RIB LAKE EVENTS of JUNE 2021
Sun

6 2nd Sunday after

Pentecost

Mon

7 Office closed

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

9

10

11 Office closed

12

16

17

18 Office closed

19

1

2

(M) 6:00 pm
Worship Team /
Lay Servants

(R) 5:00 pm
Confirmation

8
(R) 6:00 pm
SPRC

Holy Communion
(R) 8:15 am - Worship
(M) 10:15 am - Worship
(singing and fellowship resume)

(M) 6:00 pm - Oasis
13 3rd Sunday after

Pentecost

14 Office closed

(M) 6:30 pm
SALT

(R) 8:15 am - Worship
(M) 10:15 am - Worship
(M) 6:00 pm - Oasis

20 4th Sunday after

Pentecost

15

21 Office closed

22

Pentecost

23

Beds from Christ

July
Newsletter
Pictures and
Articles Due

Brat Fry
Fundraiser
@ County Market

24

25 Office closed

26

2 Office closed

3

(M) 5:00 pm
Sticker Day

(R) 8:15 am - Worship
(M) 10:15 am - Worship
(M) 6:00 pm - Oasis

27 5th Sunday after

(R) 9:00 am
Food Pantry

28 Office closed

29

30

1

5 Office closed

6

7

8

(R) 8:15 am - Worship
(M) 10:15 am - Worship
(M) 6:00 pm - Oasis

4 6th Sunday after

Pentecost

(R) 8:15 am - Worship
(M) 10:15 am - Worship
(M) 6:00 pm - Oasis

9 Office closed
Office
Hours:
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Tuesday - 8:00 am - Noon
Wednesday - 8:00 am - Noon
Thursday - 8:00 am - Noon
The Charge office and Pastor John’s office
are located at Medford UMC.
The Event Calendar is subject to change. Watch the weekly announcements for updates.

THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
287 E ALLMAN STREET
MEDFORD WI 54451-1122
Medford Charge Office
Phone 715-748-2165
Fax 715-748-9719
mcumc@medfordchargeumc.com
www.medfordchargeumc.com
www.facebook.com/medfordwisconsinumc
Rib Lake UMC, Sunday Worship at 8:15am
1300 Church Street
Rib Lake, WI 54470
Phone 715-427-3670
Medford UMC, Sunday Worship at 10:15am
287 E Allman Street
Medford, WI 54451
Phone 715-748-2165
John Hazen, Pastor 715-748-0477
Crystal Ludwig, Connectional Ministry Coordinator 715-965-4006
Diane Pernsteiner, Charge Treasurer / Office Manager

The mission of Medford UMC is to
make new disciples of Jesus
Christ for the transformation of
the world.
By the grace of God we reach
out to all those who need hope,
comfort, support, and the love
of Jesus Christ.

The mission of Rib Lake UMC is to
help all people to know and grow
in Jesus.
If you would like to unsubscribe from our
newsletter or feel that you have received it in
error, please contact the Charge Office to be
removed from the mailing list. Thank you.
715-748-2165
mcumc@medfordchargeumc.com

Our vision is to build a church
family by providing opportunities
to worship God, connect with
others, and serve the community.

Address label

