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So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ
is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on
things that are on earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in
God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with
him in glory. (Colossians 3:1-4, with invitation to read Colossians 3:1-17, NRSV)
I note a trend in our culture that is troubling to me. It troubles me because it feels
to me incomplete and negative. This trend is to be “against” things. We are
fighting against prejudice. We are fighting against corruptions. We are anti-racist,
anti-fascist, anti-immigrant, anti-establishment, anti-virus, anti-imperialist, and
dozens, if not hundreds, of other antis-. Republicans are against Democrats;
liberals are against conservatives. We too often define ourselves by what we
oppose. Now I am not saying that it is not important to take a stand against evil or
vices, but “being against” is not the same thing as “being for.”
The Council of Bishops of The United Methodist Church launched a “Dismantling
Racism” priority initiative. I am in full support of this work and am part of the Task
Force on the Council of Bishops that is leading this initiative. It is very easy to
define the work of this group – we oppose the thoughts, actions, speech, systems,
and institutions that preference one people over others, especially people of
color. We want to tear down the policies and programs that have privileged one
group over others. We want to destroy the prejudicial mindsets that lead to
violence, aggression, condescension, segregation, and colonialization. We wish to
remove the influences and attitudes that undermine the self-esteem, pride of
identity, and deride the precious benefits of cultural diversity. All of this is
important work. But to what end?

Attendance
Numbers
Date

Rib Lake

Medford

3/28

9

40

4/4

26

39

4/11

14

32

4/18

15

39

4/25

13

36

As racism is destroyed, what rises to take its place? As we tear down, what do we
build? As we deconstruct, what do we create? Our vision cannot simply be the
elimination of the negative (do no harm), but must cast an image of something new
and better and beautiful (do all the good we can). For me, this vision and image is
shaped by the theological framing of Beloved Community. I capitalize the words
on purpose because I believe they are a discernment of the divine intention of
God. As Christian disciples I believe that our energy and effort should be aligned
toward a return to Eden – a place for all people to live in peace and harmony,
dignity and respect.
(continued on page 7)
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE

Jesus said to the disciples, "Remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age." Matthew
28:20
One of the first things I had to do on my road to appointed ministry was go to what was called
"License to Preach School." It was at the Dubuque Theological Seminary in Dubuque, Iowa. I
had never been to Dubuque. However, they had sent a map with the directions to the
seminary. However, the map was a hand drawn map, and was not drawn to scale. As might be
expected, I made a wrong turn. I found myself on a very busy freeway under heavy
construction. I knew I was in the wrong place. I took the first exit off that freeway. I knew that
the seminary was off to the right somewhere, so I just kept making right turns. I found an
empty parking lot and stopped. I let out a huge sigh of relief, took my map, got out of the car
and went to a nearby street corner. What I found is that I was on the street that the seminary
was on, and was, in fact, only two blocks from the seminary. God had guided me to where I
needed to be.
I believe that God is with us at all times. Jesus promises that He will be with us. He is with us
through the good times and the bad times. There are many who feel that God has abandoned
them. That is the farthest from the truth. If we feel that way, that is because we have turned
away from God. All we have to do is turn back. God wants to help us through all that we
experience. God walks with us through all of it.
Another thing I had to do on my way to appointed ministry was to have a psychological exam. I
had to drive to Chicago for the exam. I had never been to Chicago and was quite anxious
about doing so. A clergy colleague called me and told me that God had put it in his heart to go
with me. He did, and we became good friends. When God walks with us, God will provide for
us--God will care for us.
As you go forth in this world, know that God goes with you. You have the assurance that God
will take care of you.
God’s Blessings,

Pastor John
Phone: (715) 748-0477
Email: pastor@medfordchargeumc.com
Office Hours: Tuesday-Thursday, 8 a.m. - 12 noon

On Sunday, May 23, we would like to honor our high school and college
graduates. If you have a graduate, or know of a graduate. please call the
office at 715-748-2165 to let us know. We look forward to honoring their
achievements.
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FINANCES MEDFORD
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PEOPLE SERVING, LEADING, PRAYING, LISTENING, & CELEBRATING
Weekly Volunteer Schedule

Greeters
May 2
May 9
May 16
May 23
May 30

(M) TBD
(M) Steve & Eunice Mayer
(M) Lee & Jean Nuernberger
(M) Ron & Sandy Breth
(M) Herman Pernsteiner / Janis Liske

Worship Leaders/Liturgists
May 2
May 9
May 16
May 23
May 30

(M) Jean Nuernberger
(M) Eunice Mayer
(M) Steve Mayer
(M) Sandy Breth
(M) Jerry Hubbard

(R) Dorathy Nelson
(R) Carol Punzel
(R) Deb Lind
(R) Deb Polacek
(R) Dorathy Nelson

Counting Committee
May Financial Secretary: (M) Steve Mayer
May 2 (M) TBD
May 9 (M) Kelley Isola
May 16 (M) Lee Nuernberger
May 23 (M) TBD
May 30 (M) Herman Pernsteiner / Janis Liske

Slideshow
May 2
May 9
May 16
May 23
May 30

(M) Eunice Mayer
(M) TBD
(M) TBD
(M) Shane Ludwig
(M) Eunice Mayer

(R) Deb Polacek
(R) TBD
(R) TBD
(R) Dorathy Nelson
(R) Deb Polacek

Coffee Fellowship - (tentatively scheduled to restart
in June, please contact Crystal if you are interested in
volunteering)

Children’s Ministry - (currently looking for teachers,
please contact Wendy Bockin if you are interested in
teaching)

*You are responsible for finding a replacement if you are
unavailable on your day.
**Please call or email Crystal or the office with any
changes so the bulletin and slides are current and
up-to-date, and so the correct people receive the
worship info each week.
***Please consider volunteering on Sundays, as we are
short of help because of Covid. It takes many people
to make a successful worship service.

Crystal: connection@medfordumc.com
715-965-4006
Office: mcumc@medfordchargeumc.com 715-748-2165

Prayer Requests
Health Concerns:
Ruth Smith; Brenda Clark; Craig Butor; Dennis Lind;
Hal Swenson; Paul Johnson; Krist Punzel; Jim
Dallmann
Mission/Missionary/Community:
“Beds From Christ” volunteers and recipients; the
Medford Charge as we reach out to our communities;
government leaders; doctors
Others:
The family of Kelley Isola; Pastor John Hazen; Bishop
Jung and the Cabinet; DS Tsuker Yang
BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
FOR THE MONTH OF MAY

May 2
(M) Dean/Carol Lietzow (A)
May 12 (M) Adam Swedlund (B)
May 13 (R) Mike Kennedy (B)
May 13 (R) Krist/Carol Punzel (A)
May 15 (R) Krist Punzel (B)
May 20 (M) Jean Nuernberger (B)
May 20 (M) Tracy Swedlund (B)
May 20 (R) Tayna Wiitala (B)
May 22 (R) Kurt Mannel (B)
May 23 (M) Alyssa Nuernberger (B)
May 23 (R) Ryan Scheithauer (B)
May 23 (R) Nora Wiitala (B)
May 24 (R) Jeff Heiser (B)
May 26 (M) Kelli Ray (B)
May 27 (R) Gary/Dorathy Nelson (A)
May 28 (R) Kurt/Petti Mannel (A)
May 29 (M) Nancy Dorava (B)
May 30 (M) Craig Butor (B)
*Please submit corrections or additions to the church
office by calling 715-748-2165 or emailing
mcumc@medfordchargeumc.com
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RIB LAKE CHURCH NEWS
Quarterly
Missions

Dates to Remember:
July 21 - Ad. Council Meeting
6:00 p.m.
Rib Lake UMC Fellowship Hall

1st Quarter Beds from Christ

July 25 - Charge Picnic
10:30 a.m.
Lakeview Park, Rib Lake
Potluck Lunch to Follow Service

2nd Quarter Never Forgotten
Honor Flight

The celebration of life for Kenneth Mannel will be held on Saturday,
May 15 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the park at Wood Lake. His
service will be at 11 a.m. with lunch to follow.
Please bring your own chair if you wish to sit during the service.

3rd Quarter Harbor House
4th Quarter Homeless Vets of
Milwaukee

Altar Support:
Rib Lake UMC is looking for volunteers, on a monthly basis, to provide fresh
flowers for the altar.
Interested? Please contact Dorathy for more detailed information:
715-427-5662, 715-897-3541, or email duf@newnorth.net.
Thank you,
Rib Lake Worship Committee
Rib Lake UMC Community Food Pantry
(open every third Wednesday at 9 a.m.)

The Food Pantry will remain in operation during
the pandemic. We will be taking extra
precautions to ensure your safety.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

Dry cereal
Canned fruit
Juice - frozen/canned
Canned tuna - preferably “in water”
Jelly
Canned vegetables
Spaghetti sauce
Hamburger Helper - Tuna Helper
Peanut Butter - Creamy / Crunchy
Chef Boyardee/Franco canned pasta dinners
Canned soups: Cream soups, chicken, tomato
Toilet tissue & Paper towels

Please do not donate damaged or expired food.

The mission of Rib Lake UMC is to help all
people to know and grow in Jesus.
Our vision is to build a church family by providing
opportunities to worship God, connect with others,
and serve the community.

Please share your church life stories
and photos in The Messenger!
Send them to...
connection@medfordchargeumc.com

6

COMMITTEE NEWS WHAT’S HAPPENING?
Rib Lake
Food Pantry: 3rd Wednesday of each month, 9:00-11:00am. Contact: Karon Dallmann 715-427-3563
Medford
SALT Board: Meeting 3rd Tuesday of each month, 6:30pm. Contact: Cheryl K. 608-485-2459
*Next Meeting will be Tuesday, May 18
Afternoon Circle: Meetings 1st Wednesday of each month, 1:30pm, Fellowship Hall. Open to all women. This group
will assemble Welcome Bags as needed. Contact: Jill P. 715-678-2418 *On break until further notice because of Covid
ALIVE Youth Group: Contact: 715-748-2165

*Confirmation classes are being held every Wednesday at 5:00pm

Beds From Christ Contact: Jerry H. 715-965-3046
Building Maintenance Team: Meet the 4th Tuesday of every other month, 6:00pm. Contact: John D. 715-748-5765
*Next Meeting will be Tuesday, May 25 at 6:00pm
Church Directory: Contact a SALT member
Community/Church Event Team: Contact a SALT member
***Congregational Care Ministry Team: works with the pastor to provide support and care of our members and those
that attend Medford UMC *Currently looking for a Team Leader
***Discipleship Ministry Team: coordinates educational opportunities for our congregation and community, including
Life Groups, SonShine Kids, VBS, and other learning events. *Currently looking for a Team Leader
Finance Department: Contact: Kristi D. 715-748-5765, or SALT for over-budget planning requests.
Food Donations: Non-perishables, egg cartons, clean bread bags. Put in basket/box under table in lobby.
Thank you. Contact: Glatha S. 715-748-3355
Keenagers: Meet 2nd Wednesday of each month for activity followed by a meal. Open to all 50 years and older.
Contact a SALT member *On break until further notice because of Covid
Lay Servants: Meet monthly with Pastor to plan sermon series, Life Groups, Wed. Night Prayer Services, and Intentional
Faith Development. Contact: Jean N. 715-965-4403 *Next Meeting will be Tuesday, May 4 at 6:00pm
Leadership Development: Contact a SALT member
Library: Contact a SALT member
Life Groups: Current Contact: Jean N. 715-965-4403

If you have an event or meeting that you would like included on
the monthly calendar and the slides, please contact the church
office with all necessary information or write your event in the
red event binder in the office.
715-748-2165 or mcumc@medfordchargeumc.com

Membership: For Membership Records: Contact: Eunice M. 715-748-3835.
Memorial: Contact: Mary Lou C. 715-748-2154
Special Events Coordinator: Do you have something planned or an idea for an event? Contact a SALT member:
SonShine Kids: children’s ministry program during Sunday Service. Contact: Wendy B. 715-560-8020 *Currently
looking for teachers
Worship Ministry Team: plans and coordinates Sunday services. *Currently looking for a Team Leader
*Next Meeting will be Tuesday, May 4 at 6:00pm

CHURCH EVENTS
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LEARNING TOGETHER

Join us in an evening of laughter and
fellowship, and to celebrate being
women of faith!
Wednesday, May 5, 2021
6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Medford UMC
There will be light refreshments;
we will watch a short DVD followed
by discussion.
Hope to see you there!
COVID safety measures in place.

Sunday, July 25
Worship @ 10:30 a.m.
Potluck lunch to follow

Lakeview Park - Rib Lake

(continued from page 1)

I am anti-racist, but more importantly I am pro-Asian and pro-black and pro-African and pro-Hmong and proMexican and pro-Korean and pro-Central American and… You can expand my list to include any and all
people – all the children of God in God’s creation. I am anti-racism because I am pro-inclusion, procompassion, pro-peace, pro-mercy, and pro-justice. I am anti-oppression because I am pro-freedom, propossibility, pro-opportunity, pro-abundance, and pro-kindness. I am anti-evil because I am pro-good, and prowonderful, and pro-love.
Essentially, I am trying to “set my mind on the things above.” It is all to easy to focus on what is wrong,
dissatisfying, problematic, and destructive. I need reminders and inspiration to shift my thinking from
problems to solutions, from illness to healing, from broken to fixed, from harm to good. But our God is always
calling us to a Promised Land, not merely out of Egypt. It is both/and, never either/or.
Of course, we must begin somewhere, and there is a lot of work to do to clear the ground of rubble and debris
and devastation to make room for creation and building and restoration. But let us always remember we are
moving toward a positive – Beloved Community – and away from a negative – an unjust, often hateful, and
broken world. We are a people who reflect the glory of the Lord. Let us shine brightly with the world God
longs to create in us, and not just the world we wish to leave behind. Praises be to God!
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung
April 12, 2021
wisconsinumc.org
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SALT BOARD

NEWS FROM THE LEADERS OF MEDFORD UMC

Our Mission: To make new disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
Our Vision: By the grace of God we reach out to all those who need hope, comfort, support, and
the love of Jesus Christ.
SALT (Simplified Accountable Leadership Team) met on Tuesday, April 20 to discuss church business.
We have all missed the activities of our church and gathering with our church family. SALT continues to
discuss the pros and cons of gathering. SALT feels monitoring needs to continue; however, we will be
starting to look at resuming some activities on a limited basis and with COVID precautions. The
Outreach group has scheduled the Beds from Christ brat sale at County Market on June 18, and there
will be a Women’s Night on May 5 to celebrate women, offering an opportunity to laugh and fellowship
together. We discussed starting Fellowship after worship services. We have temporarily said that
Fellowship can start in June. Resuming activities of the church is dependent on pandemic numbers and
starting Fellowship will be reviewed again at our May meeting. SALT is asking that proposals for each
activity be brought to SALT for consideration before they happen. Should concerns rise, activities may
be limited again. As always during the pandemic, each person attends events at their own comfort level.
Blessings,
Cheryl Ketelhut, SALT Chairperson
Your SALT members are:
Sandy Breth

(715) 748-6760

Shane Ludwig

srbreth@gmail.com
Stan Schmidt

(715) 748-6042

sludwig98@yahoo.com
Gwen Thomas

craftsandfishing@tds.net
Dean Lietzow

(715) 965-6489
(715) 482-1313 or
(715) 748-3825

(715) 965-9113
gwen.thomas@co.taylor.wi.us

Cheryl Ketelhut

c-dacres@msn.com
Steve Mayer

(715) 560-2439

(608) 485-2459
c_ketelhut@yahoo.com

Steve Van Wylen

(616) 836-1715
skvanwylen@gmail.com

seamayer@tds.net

The Abiding Care Pregnancy Resource Center in Medford begins its Mother’s Day
Baby Bottle Campaign on May 9th. The baby bottle banks will be available at
church for you to take home and fill with spare change, dollar bills or checks.
Bring the bottles back to church the weekend of June 20th (Father’s Day), after
which Abiding Care will pick them up. Your generous support is deeply
appreciated and provides help and hope to those facing an unplanned pregnancy
including life-saving ultrasounds. If you would like a receipt, please include a slip
with your name and address inside the bottle. For those who prefer to donate on
line, you can do so at www.InvestingCare.org. If you have any questions, please
contact Sandy Breth at 715-748-6760, or Deb Polacek.
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MEDFORD and RIB LAKE EVENTS of MAY 2021
Sun

Mon
Office Hours:

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

Tuesday - 8:00 am - Noon
Wednesday - 8:00 am - Noon
Thursday - 8:00 am - Noon
The Charge office and Pastor John’s office
are located at Medford UMC.
2 5th Sunday of Easter

3 Office closed

Holy Communion
(R) 6:30am SonRise Service
(M) 10:15am Easter Service

4

5

6

(M) 6:00 pm
Worship Team /
Lay Servants

(R) 5:00 pm
Confirmation

National Day
of Prayer

11

12

(M) 6:00pm Oasis

9 6th Sunday of Easter

10 Office closed

17 Office closed

(R) 8:15 am - Worship
(M) 10:15 am - Worship
(M) 6:00 pm - Oasis

23 Pentecost

24 Office closed

(R) 8:15 am - Worship
(M) 10:15 am - Worship
(M) 6:00 pm - Oasis

30 Trinity Sunday /

Peace with Justice Sunday

(R) 8:15 am - Worship
(M) 10:15 am - Worship
(M) 6:00 pm - Oasis

8

13

14 Office closed

15

20

21 Office closed

22

(M) 5:00 pm
Confirmation

(R) 8:15 am - Worship
(M) 10:15 am - Worship
(M) 6:00 pm - Oasis

16 7th Sunday of Easter

Women’s Evening
6:30 - 8:00 pm

7 Office closed

31 Office closed

18

19

(M) 6:30 pm
SALT

(R) 9:00 am
Food Pantry
(R) 5:00 pm
Confirmation

25

26

(M) 6:00 pm
Building
Maintenance
Team

(M) 5:00 pm
Confirmation
(M) 5:00 pm
Sticker Day

1

2

June
Newsletter
Pictures and
Articles Due
27

28 Office closed

29

3

4 Office closed

5

(R) 5:00 pm
Confirmation

The Event Calendar is subject to change. Watch the weekly announcements for updates.

THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
287 E ALLMAN STREET
MEDFORD WI 54451-1122
Medford Charge Office
Phone 715-748-2165
Fax 715-748-9719
mcumc@medfordchargeumc.com
www.medfordchargeumc.com
www.facebook.com/medfordwisconsinumc
Rib Lake UMC, Sunday Worship at 8:15am
1300 Church Street
Rib Lake, WI 54470
Phone 715-427-3670
Medford UMC, Sunday Worship at 10:15am
287 E Allman Street
Medford, WI 54451
Phone 715-748-2165
John Hazen, Pastor 715-748-0477
Crystal Ludwig, Connectional Ministry Coordinator 715-965-4006
Diane Pernsteiner, Charge Treasurer / Office Manager

The mission of Medford UMC is to
make new disciples of Jesus
Christ for the transformation of
the world.
By the grace of God we reach
out to all those who need hope,
comfort, support, and the love
of Jesus Christ.

The mission of Rib Lake UMC is to
help all people to know and grow
in Jesus.
Our vision is to build a church
family by providing opportunities
to worship God, connect with
others, and serve the community.

Address label

